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CHSS College Faculty Council Meeting
October 11, 2016
11:00AM, Dean’s Conference Room

In Attendance:
Chuck Aust (SOCM)
Terry Carter (DWMA)
Steve Collins (PSIA)
Dean Robin Dorff (CHSS)
Neysa Figueroa (FL)
Beth Giddens (ENGL)
LeeAnn Lands (HIST-PHIL)
Brandon Lundy (GEOG-ANTH)
Sarasij Majumder (ISD)
Dorothy Marsil (PSYC)
Ken White (SCJ)

Minutes of the Meeting

1. The committee met from 11:00 to 11:30 without Dean Dorff being present in order to discuss a revised draft of the letter protesting equity adjustments for the 2016-2017 academic year.

Editorial suggestions were made to improve the letter and a recommendation was made to add a paragraph that would highlight the relationship between faculty pay and student retention, progression, and graduation (RPG). A motion was approved to make additional revisions and to share the draft of the letter with departmental colleagues for additional input. At a future meeting the CFC will consider additional input and work to finalize the letter.

2. Minutes from the September 16 meeting were approved without any changes.

3. Dean Dorff: CHSS updates, initiatives, developments, policies, and miscellaneous information.

Presidential Search:  The B.O.R. would be meeting on Wednesday, October 12 to discuss the recommendation of Mr. Sam Olens for the position of president at KSU. There was no significant new information to share with the committee that had not already been made public. 

Initiatives: A CHSS diversity task force that consists of six CHSS diversity fellows will review the most recent university climate survey with the goal of making recommendations about how the college can improve diversity initiatives.  Dr. Griselda Thomas—Coordinator of the African and African Diaspora Studies—has agreed to serve as the chair of the task force.

Miscellaneous:  A Dean’s retreat is scheduled to take place October 20. A retreat for Deans and Chairs is scheduled to take place November 11. The purpose of each retreat is discuss relevant opportunities for improving operations of university colleges and departments in order to meet student needs. 

4. CFC bylaws revision: There was brief discussion about the rationale of deleting references to departments and schools under Article II Members: Elections of Chair.  Due to the lack of time remaining a full discussion was postponed in order to address other agenda items that would require less time.

5. Update on summer revenues and financial status of the college. Will additional funds be available for events, speakers, etcetera?
The Dean stated that funds will be available for events and speakers.
6. Student fee for online classes.  How is the part of the fee that does not go to online faculty used?
The Dean will consult with Dr. Elke Leeds (Associate Vice President of Technology Enhanced Learning and Associate Professor of Information System) in order to find out more information about how the student fee for online classes is used. 
7. Student complaints: Process of decision-making when a student files a complaint about instructor regarding grading or syllabus content/enforcement.

There are procedures in place for students to submit grade CHSS grade appeals. If a complaint is not resolved a committee will be formed consisting of members to represent students, the faculty, and Office of the Dean. The KSU student handbook and the university course catalog also describe processes for student to file complaints about faculty and faculty grading issues.
8. Requests for end-of-year funds: How are these funds prioritized?
The Dean explained that funding request are first prioritized at the departmental level; afterward, funding requests are then prioritized by the Office of the Dean after they have had a chance to ask relevant clarifications about proposed funding requests.
A question was asked about using end-of-year funds for open access journals. The Dean stated he was not aware of restrictions for using end-of-year funds for open access journals; however, additional information about such subscriptions would require more investigation to determine the appropriate funding source. 
9. Changes to the college curriculum review process: This agenda was not discussed due to lack of time. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:40PM.
Draft of Minutes by Terry Carter (editorial changes to be made by CFC Chair and CFC Committee Members).



